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EPA QUESTIONS

SAFETY OF USING
RECYCLED CHIPS IN

PLAYGROUNDS
ln recentyears, it has become increasinglycommon to use recycled tire

chips to pad the surface of playgrounds across the nation. This method

is relatively cheap and provides an added cushioning for children in the

event of a fall or accident.

Up to this point the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has

given an endorsement of using the material. However, internal memos

recovered by the Associated Press suggest that the agency is not

completely convinced of the product's safety.

The EPA has said that there is currently no evidence that the use of

the small rubber chips or 'trumb rubber" poses any threat to children.

The EPA is also saying that it is time to look at the product from a broader

perspective to better evaluate any potential risks associated with crumb

rubber (through a study). We can expect to see the results from the EPI(s

study in the coming weeks.

- By Scolt Køppes, who ís ø member ol the research and marketing team at

Reich & Binstock in Houston, Texos

Question: ls mercury po¡sonous?

Answer: Yes, it is especially po¡sonous to infants and children.
According to Purdue University's Agricultural and Biological Engineering

Department, "Children playing with mercury can be seriously poisoned if they

breathe the invisible mercury vapors. Children are most sensitive to mercury

poisoning during early development to age six. Mercury exposure in children

can cause a severe form of poisoning termed

acrodynia. Acrodynia is evidenced by pain in

the extremities, pinkness and peeling of the

hands, feet and nose, irritability, sweating, rapid

heart beat and loss of mobility."

"Mercury also can affect the unborn fetus.

Some organic mercury compounds

(methylmercury) are known to interfere

with fetal development, causing birth

defects in children born of exposed

mothers. lt is not known whether

inorganic compounds (mercury two)

or elemental mercury (mercury zero)

have this effect. The effects on infants

born to mothers with mild exposure to

methylmercury are mainly neurological, including delayed developmental

milestones (first step, first word, etc.), altered muscle tone and tendon reflexes,

and depressed intelligence. For these reasons, pregnant women and small chil-

dren should be specially aware of fish advisories in their area. The World Health

Organization (WHO) has adopted the range of L0 ppm to 20 ppm mercury in

hair as the threshold for the harmful effects of methylmercury."

Question: What are the common sources of mercury at home?

Answer: Thermometers, fish, some mercur¡c salts and some
herbal supplements.

Question: What are the symptoms of mercury po¡son¡ng?

Answer: Symptoms depend on how mercury entered the body.
lnhalation affects the lungs. lngestion by eating and ¡t is in the
blood or tissues. lt ¡s not an easy diagnosis so doctors have to
know more about where you probably have been exposed.

According to the article "What is mercury poisoning" from Scientific

American, "lf it is mercuric salts the person has been poisoned by, it may just be

a problem with the kidneys, issues with the ability tb urinate, or they're feeling

out of whack because of renal dysfúnction. lf someone is inhaling fumes from

elemental mercury, that can show up as an upper respiratory illness, like a flu, at

first. They might find they cannot concentrate well, have trouble with fine motor

control or their perception of smell, eyes or touch. lf it was affecting their heart,

it could be palpitations or just in general not feeling well. lf something is not go-

ing well with their blood cells forming, they may have issues similar to anemia,

feeling very tired, easy bleeding or bruising. With organic mercury exposure, the

symptoms are pretty much the same, but probably not respiratory. The nervous

system effects are what someone would see first." '

Know what you are taking, especially pregnant mothers. Know your

environment and protect your children.

- By Steve Lombardi, a lawyer with The Lombardi Low Firm in West Des Mo¡nes' Iowa

REPORT SAYS
CHILDREN,S PRODUCTS
CONTAIN DAruGEROUS

CHEMICALS

A March publication from the Campaign for Safe Cosmetics reported

finding formaldehyde and 1,4-dioxane, a trace contaminant of chemicals

used in cosmetic products, in 55 children's personal-care products. The

Environmental Protection Agency lists these chemicals as probable

human carcinogens. Seventeen ofthe products contained both chemicals,

including Johnson & Johnson's Baby Shampoo.

The same month, New York Senator Kirsten Gillibrand announced the

"Safe Baby Products Act," which asks the FDA to investigate chemicals

used in children's toiletries, She expressed concerns as a mother because

many ofthe products listed in the report were products that she kept in

her bathroom.

The editor of Stats.org, Trevor Butterworth, conveyed reservations

about the implications of the report. Butterworth said that people are

exposed to similarly low levels of these chemicals every day in food, air

and shower water, and that studies linking them to cancer are based on

ingesting or inhaling large quantities of the chemicals in industrial or lab

settings.

A statement from Johnson & Johnson said that all of their products

meet or exceed requirements in every country in which they are sold.

- By Greg Webb, a lowyer with MíchÍe Hømlelt Lowry Rasmussen and Tweel in
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