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Apple iPod Potential Fire Hazard

The Consumer Product Safety Commission (“CPSC”) is investigating many reports of the Apple iPod

overheating, and in some cases, catching on fire.  In one investigation, a news organization in Phoenix,

Arizona, found three cases of the iPod catching fire.  One victim had the iPod burn her as she was using it

on a jog.  Another woman, who received her iPod for Christmas, burned her hand as well after a few uses.

The news organization discovered dozens of other reports of iPods, iPod Touches, and iPhones catching

fire, and in some cases exploding.  The culprit appears to be the iPod’s lithium ion battery, the same

battery recalled by Sony after it was linked to several laptop computer fires.

The CPSC is investigating eighteen incidents, including an iPod setting off a fire alarm in a fourteen-year-

old boy’s room in Michigan and an iPod catching fire in a man’s shirt pocket. Despite the incidents, the

three victims in Arizona claim Apple did not seem too concerned when they contacted the company about

the problem; Apple representatives said to send them $34 for shipping and handling and they would

replace the iPod.

Apple’s spokesman released this statement, “iPods are incredibly well designed and safety is the highest

priority for Apple.  The number of confirmed incidents of batteries overheating is less that 0.0001 percent

of all iPods sold, which is an incredibly small percentage and none of those incidents caused serious

injury or serious property damage.  If a customer has any concerns about their battery they should contact

AppleCare.”

For U.S. iPod technical support: 1-800-APL-CARE (1-800-275-2273) or http://www.apple.com/support/ –

Greg Webb is an attorney with MichieHamlett in Charlottesville, Virginia.
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School’s Out: Summer Camp Preparation &
Injury Prevention

The bell has rung, and school is out.
Before you turn your children loose to
enjoy outdoor activities and participate
in area summer camps, be sure to
follow these safety recommendations for
safe and enjoyable summer fun. Every
parent should be mindful of sun safety,

especially those with kids attending summer camp or
participating in other outdoor activities. Before you pry your
kids away from their XBOX or Playstation and pack their
bags, you should confirm with the camp staff that that they
have measures and policies in place to prevent over
exposure to the sun resulting in sunburn.

More articles »
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Alcohol and Energy Drinks: An Unrecognized
Danger
What if there was a way to feel intoxicated and wide-awake
at the same time? What if a drinker could party until dawn
without feeling the fatigue brought on by alcohol
consumption? Would this be enticing for young drinkers?
Would this help perpetuate the belief that they are ten feet
tall  and bulletproof? That is the expectation many drinkers
have from mixing alcohol with the 250 or more energy drink
brands currently sold and consumed in the United States.

More articles »

Protecting the Family »

Keeping Cool This Summer – A Primer For
The Young, The Elderly And Everyone In
Between

Although it may be hard to believe given
the weather on any given day recently,
summer is right around the corner.
Given that, matters of summer heat
should be on your mind. Children and
the elderly are very susceptible to the
dangers of the extreme heat that

summers can bring. According to the Centers for Disease
Control, an average of 300 people a year die from heat
related illnesses.
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