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SETTLEMENTS AND VERDICTS

SETTLEMENTS AND VERDICTS IN ALL CASES DEPEND ON VARIOUS 
FACTORS AND CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH ARE UNIQUE TO EACH CASE. 
THEREFORE, PAST RESULTS IN CASES ARE NOT A GUARANTEE OR 
PREDICTION OF SIMILAR RESULTS IN FUTURE CASES WHICH THE 
MICHIEHAMLETT  FIRM AND ITS LAWYERS MAY UNDERTAKE. 

$5.265 million verdict awarded in a tractor-trailer crash that took the life 
of a 16-year-old high school honor student.  Tractor trailer ran red light 
at high speed, striking driver’s side door of teenaged girl’s car. Plainti�s’ 
16-year-old daughter, Sydney Aichs, was turning to U.S. 29, southbound, 
with a green left-turn arrow, when she was struck and killed by a tractor-
trailer driven by Kenneth Barbour. This crash occurred at 7:08 a.m. on 
Friday, May 9, 2008, as Aichs was on her way to Albemarle High School to 
take a History AP exam.

$10 million settlement in 1995 against major automobile manufacturer in a con�dential products liability case. 

$3.4 million settlement  against the defendant and his employer, an auto dealership. Our client was passing the 
defendant near Farmville, Virginia, when he forced her o� the road, causing severe injuries including paraplegia. 

$2.638 million verdict in Richmond, Virginia, against a tractor trailer company for injuries caused when a garbage 
truck with bad brakes hit a police car. The bad brakes were due to lack of maintenance by the garbage company. 
 	
$1.2 million con�dential settlement to plainti� as the executrix of her 48-year-old sister’s estate. Decedent was 
a married, 48-year-old mother of two girls, ages 9 and 12. The decedent and her two daughters died in a mo-
tor vehicle crash in Nelson County, Virginia, in 2007. The deceased mother was not working at the time of the 
crash, but was going to begin a part-time job in the fall when her children went back to school. There were no 
appreciable special damages in this case. The surviving statutory bene�ciaries of the deceased mother were an 
80-year-old father and a husband.
 
$1 million settlement against a local trucking company for a motor vehicle crash causing severe injuries to an-
other motorist.

Parker v. Hyundai Motor Co. and Hyundai Motor USA - settlement (terms of settlement are con�dential) against 
the manufacturer and U.S. distributor of a 2003 Hyundai Santa Fe for catastrophic spinal cord injuries received in 
a rollover and roof collapse case. Injuries included C5 Incomplete Quadriplegia and mild traumatic brain injury. 
Case was �led in Albemarle County, Virginia. Co-counsel on the case was Tab Turner of Little Rock, Arkansas. 
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